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\  -u  "m  '1  *  IUJ  «auwixxux-cu,  ima  -  nor  any  owners  who  may 
^  be  interested,  I  »m  writing  down  a  few  of  the  things  I  knov/-- 
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: along  with  a  few  things  y^ve  guessed  at— about  our  family! 


;i  Since  the  things  v;o  know  to  be  facts  date  back  only  to~my 
great-grandparents,  •!  shall  begin  with  them* 


Hugh  Bunt a in 
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>  My  great-grandfather  ("Undo  pHukio"  to  his  neigh¬ 
bors)  v/as  born  somewhere  in  Kentucky,  October  25,  1790o  He 
died  August  10,1865,  on  his  160-acro  farm  in  Ripley  County, 
Indiana,  tv/o  and  a  quarter  miles  southwest  of  the  little 
viH&S0  of  Cross  Plains.  The  Salem  Christian  Church  stands 
on  tv;o  acres  which  he  donated  from  tho  northeast  corner  of 
this  farm.  Ify  information  reads;  "Tho  present  church  was 
built  in  1058.  Previous  to  this  there  v/as  a  log  church 
occupied  by  a  Baptist  congregation.  About  13  y bar a  before 
the  log  church  burned  do\/n,  tho  church  bocame  a  Christian 
Church. 

*To  the  north.  Just  across  the  road,  is  the  Ur l 
Cemetery,  fbr  eftich  the  groond  was  given  by  nf  <t  n clg^bar, 

Jackson.  Hugh  Buntnin*s  grave  i3  next  tho  fence 
only  a  few  foot  from  the  road.  Directly  north  of  it  aro  tho 
graves  of  throe  of  his  grandchildren.  His  headstone  has 
been  broken  in  two,  but  the  inscription  is  easily  read. 

ilia  oldest  Grandson's  grave  is  next,  and  is  marked 
by  a  shaft  about  ton  feet  tall.  This  is  tho  grave  of  Henry 
Clay  Buntain,  3on  of  Samuel  G.  (my  grcat-unclo ),  Clay,  as 
the  family  called  him,  v/as  "Lt.  of  Co.  IC  22  Reg.  Ind„  U.S, 
Volunteers , died  of  fever  contracted  whilo  in  tho  service  of 
his  country  liar.  4,  1863.  Aged  20  years,  4  mo.  21  days.  Ho 
v/as  distinguished  for  his  coolness  and  bravery  in  the  bat¬ 
tles  of  Pea  Ridge,  Porrysvillo  and  Stone  River,11  according 
to  the  inscription.  There  is  also  a  stanza  of  vorse,  prac¬ 
tically  indecipherable,  beginning  ’'Rost  now*  Henry,  sv/ect- 
ly  rest  ..." 
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Next  is  the  grave  of  ’’Willie  T*  S,  son  of  J.  H, 
and  J,  Buntain,  Aug,  10,  1866,  aged  16  mos  '0 ’’  and  just  north 
of  that.  "Mary  V,  dau.  of  J0  H.  and  J,  Ho  Buntain, died  Aug, 
13,  i860,  10  years.”  (Three  days  apart J )  These,  then,  were 
brother  and  sister  of  my  father,  12  at  that  time0 

According  to  certain  Indiana  records,  “Huey"  Bun- 
*  tain  T/as  a  soldier  In  the  VJar  of  1812,  '  Kentucky  records 

show  that  “Hugh  Bunton’’  enlisted  Sept,  10,  18H}.,  ih  "Capto 
Samuel  Gooden* s  Ky«  Volunteer  Militia,”  and  vras  musterod 
out  Oct,  9,  I8U4. — less  than  a  month  later.  Evidently  ho 
saw  no  fighting,  and  It  is  by  no  means  certain  that  he  v/as 
tho  same  Hugh— though  he  probably  was, 

Hugh  married  Catherine  McCullough,  who  also  was 
born  in  Kentucky,  Whether  they  Y/ero  married  in  Kentucky  or 
Indiana  I  do  not  know,  but  in  1820  they  were  counted  in 
tho  Indiana  census,  and  had  one  child  "under  10"  (Samuel  G. ) 
and  the  name  is  spelled  "Buntin,”  My  grandfather,  James  Ha, 
Y/as  born  later  that  year0 

Catherine  outlived  her  husband,  went  to  .  Iowa  with 
her  son  James  and  family  in  1868,  (Samuel  G,  was  thero  al¬ 
ready,)  She  died  Mar,  27#  1869,  “in  tho  72  year  of  her 
ago,"  according  to  her  tombstone  in  tho  Bear  Crook  Cemetery 
‘a  few  milos  north  of  Vinton,  Iov/a0  , 

Thero  *  s  a  story  that  Hugh  onco  remarked  that  if  ho 
over  was  *  as  dirty  with  his  tobacco  chewing  an  was  a  certain 
neighbor,  he  would  quit,  though  ho  had  chewed  for  most  of 
his  long  life.  Not  long  afterward,  after  chopping  vood  all 
of  a  windy  day,  he  discovered  his  shirt  rather  badly  splat- 
terod  with  tobacco  stains.  He  kept  his  v/ord^  although  ho 
sometimes  chewed  tree  leaves  to  relieve  his  craving*  Tobao^ 
co  is  still  an  important  crop  on  tho  old  farm^ 

James  Harvey  Buntain0 

My  grandfather  Y/as  born  in  Indiana,  December  22, 
1820 n  presumably  on  the  farm  mentioned,  'After  his  marriage 
to  Jane  Harper  he  lived  on  the  same  farm,  with  his  parents, 
and  almost  all  their  chaldron  wero  born  there, 

'Grandmother  Jane 'was  born  in  Greeno  County,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  January  1,  1 829,3  the  daughter  of  Samuel  Harper, 
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for  whom  ray  father  was  named©  Her  mothor*s  name,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  information  I  have  gathered,  was  Poggy  'IlcCMol- 
land.  ,  • 

Peggy  was  an  aunt  of  Sarah  Baird  FI  enni  1-eon  (Cum¬ 
mins,  mother  of  Albert  B©  Cummins ,  lov/a  govornor  and  United 
Statos  senator*  and.  of  Janes  C3  Cummins,  for  many  years 
head  of  the  Equitablo  Life  Insurance  Company  of  Iowa*  One 
of  the  Fleimlkens  v/as  a  signer  of  the  Declaration  of  'Inde¬ 
pendence  c  b\it  whether  Great-grandmother  was  of  the  Flemi- 
ken  family  I  do  not  knew,  not  having  learned  what  the  exact 
relationship  was© 

The  census  of  i860  indicates  that  James  and  Jane 
had  five  children  at  that  time,  but  there  are  certain  er¬ 
rors©  The  oldest  child  was  13 ,  according  to  this  census, 
and  his  name,  as  nearly  as  I  could  read  it,  was  "Mart in  L©" 
However,  v/hat  I  took  for  "L"  must  have  boon  "P%  and  the 
census  taker  must  have  mistaken  "Martin"  for  "Barton"©  My 
unclG,  John  Barton  Francis,  was  born  in  which 

would  make  him  11  in  i860©  He  v/as  always  called  John  in 
Iov/a?  but  I  seem  to  romember  hearing  that  he  had  been 
called  Barton  in  Indiana* 

A  name  that  looks  like  "Amanda"  is  listed  next, 
with  the  age  given  as  12©  I  know  nothing  of  such  an  aunt. 
Samuol  Go  "had  an  Amazetta  of  that  age,  and  an  Amanda  {list¬ 
ed  as  Rachael  —  Amanda  wa3  her  middle  name),  who  was  eight 
at  that  timoo  Both  wero  listed  on  the  other  farm© 

Tho  other  children  listod  are  Sarah  A*,  11;  Mary 
.J0,  95  and  Samuol  H0,  7  (ho  was  only  s5jx)0  Strangely,  too> 
my  grandmother,  Jane  Harper  Buntain,  is  not  listed  at  all. 
Hugh,  69}  and  Catherine,  62,  head  the>  list,  followod  by 
James  and  the  others,.  As  indicated  before,  the  two  fami¬ 
lies  wero  living  together© 

Samuel  GCy  Hugh* s  other  son,  livod  "on  the  state 
road  li  miles  south  of  Cross  Plains^"  according  to  a  letter 
from  William  H0  Jackson  writ  ton  in  1935c  Hine  of  Samuel  *s 
•  children  are  listed  in  the  census*  ranging  from  Henry  (the 
Union  soldier )j  l8  at  that  time,  to  John-,  who  was  two. 

Another  discrepancy:  "Mary  J0 "  is  listod  as  9e> 
"Mary  V©"3  10  years  old,  according  to  her  headstone,  died 
in  lo66 — six  years  lator©  Scorns  to  havo  boon  a  very  care^e 
less  census  taker* 
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Children  of  James  H*  and  Jano  born  after  that  cen¬ 
sus  wore :  Emma 3  who  married  Joo  Remington  and  in  still 
living,  almost  94;  Lillie ,  who  married  Charles  Harporj  Ida, 
who  died  in  1891  -at  the  age  of  31 5  and  Charles  Edward  (^Un¬ 
cle  Ed"  )&  Sarah,  the  eldest  daughter,  died  at  2<2,  accord¬ 
ing  to  hor  tombstone — another  disagreement  with  tho  census 
taker  of  l860o 

It  scorns  to  have  boon  1867  v/hon  tho  family  moved 
to  Iowac  According  to  Jackson *s  lot tor,  Grandmother  Cath¬ 
erine  (Aunt  Katy ,  he  called  her  )  .would  "not ‘.go  >aitf ir-nt;  “a 
family  by  tho  name  of  Joe  Coon"  moved  in  with  hor>  but 
“James  went  back  for  her  a  year  latere11 

Not  long  before  thoy  left  Indiana,  their  houso 
burned*  It  was  a  now  house,  and  Groat-grandmothor  carried 
coals  of  fire  to. the  old  houso  ono  day  to  do  tho  family 
v/ash*  She  lost  a  live  coal  off  the  shovel  into  some  shav¬ 
ings  just  as  she  started,  and  the  no w  houso  was  destroyed® 
A  stone  chimney  was  left  standing  at  the  time,  and  fragments 
of  tho  stone  still  may  be  found,  out  in  a  field  several  rods 
from  the  present  dwelling*, 

It  was  Grandfather  ( James  H« )  v/ho  changed  the 
spoiling  of  the  namo*  A  school  toachcr  for  many  years,  be  had 
become  interested  in  a  certain  system  of  phonetic  spelling* 
X  have  a  copy  of  tho  NUL  TESTAMENT  in  that  spelling,  printed 
in  “Sinsinati“  in  l8^5«  Each  sound  has  its  own  character, 
made  by  slight  variations  of  the  ordinary  English  letters, 
I *vo  been  told  that  all  his  children  oxcopt  tho  two  youngest 
(v/ho  woro  born  in  Iowa)  learned  so  read  that  system  first, 
then  wore  taught  tho  common  English  method  by  use  of  a 
“Transition  Roador, “  I  also  have  a  copy  of  that  Book* 
Quite  consistently,  ho  docidcd  that  his  name  ought  to  be 
spelled  as  pronounced,  so  it  bccarao  “Buntcn»“  This  ‘  prob¬ 
ably  was  done  just  Y/hcn  ho  moved  to  Iowa*  Samuel  G„  U3od 
tho  old  spoiling  for  somo  tirao  in  Iowa,  but  changed  latch* 

Grandfather  purchased  a  farm  from  “Old  Billy  Wal¬ 
lace  “  about  miles  northeast  of  Vinton*  For  many  years, 
afterward,  this  was  the  home  of  his  daughter  Lillie  (Harper) 
and  her  family* 

James  was  a  strict  disciplinarian*  Uncle  John  onco 
told  of  how  his  father,  back  in  Indiana,  sot  him  to  work 
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tabling  fcnco  mils  from  ono  part  of  tho  farmyard  to  another 
with  an  old  maro  and  a  ,fstono-boat, M  just  to  koop  him  busy. 
Ho  was  ordered  to  take  only  four  rails  at  a  time.  He  was 
just  a  littlo  fellow  then— too  small  to  bo  working  at  all— 
but  big  enough  to  resent  such  treatment.  Finally 0  ho  relat¬ 
ed  u  he  bocamo  so  angry  that  ho  hauled  forty  rails  at  ono 
load0  I  have  also  hoard  him  say  that“T3*s  "father  used  to 
flog  him  at  school  as  an  ''example'*”  to  tho  other  children* 
when  he  had  dene  nothing  wrong  at  all.  Grandfather  died  on 
September  3,  1875*  and  was  buried  in  Boar  Creek' Come  eery. 

Grandmother  later  married  David  I.IoHie*  a  prominont 
farmer  neighbor  v/ho  never  lost  his  thick*  Scottish  accent. 
Ho  was  lino  of  tho  founders  of  tho  Prairio  Creek  Christian 
Churchy  of  which  the  Bunton  family  had  bocomo  mombors  upon 
their  arrival  in  Iowa, 

Samuel  Harpor  Bunten 

Ify  father  was  born  on  tho  Indiana  farm  on  April  22* 
I85I4.0  (Which  again  doosnTt  exactly  agree  with  tho  census 
taker, ) 

Hy  mother  was  Idclla  Johnson,  My  parents  v/oro 
married  by*  tho  Rev,  3,  T0  Shortess*  a  Christian  preacher  v/ho 
preached  at  tho  Prairio  Creek  Christian  Church  occasionally 
when  I  v/as  a  child,  Ho  was  an  old  man  then*  and  spoko  so 
slowly  that  it  always  seemed  he  would  never  get  through. 

My  mother  was  tho  daughter  of  Albert  and  Mary  Ann 
Johnson,  The  Johnsons  had  come  to  Benton  County  from  In- 
fiana.  They,  like  tsGrandf  athor,‘  Me  Hie*  wore  both  original 
members  of  tho  Prairio  Creek  Christian  Churchy  which  v/as 
organized  at  tho  old  log  schoolhouso  my  mother  attended  as  a 
child.  This  building  stood  on  the  bank  of  the  crock*  on  the 
farm  of  Uncle  Martin  Johnson*  my  grandfathers  brother,  a 
farm  later  sold  to  Undo  Joe  Remington  and  still  in  the  Rem¬ 
ington  family,  A  frame  building  was  erected  later  a  few 
rods  farther  down  the  crock*  and  it  v/as  thorc  that  I  first 
attended  country  school, 

Tho  church  erected  its  own  building  about  one 
mile  north  of  the  log  schoo3.houso*  where  the  present  church 
building  (built  in  1897 )  stands.  This  church  has  remained 
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.  a  strong  center  in  the  community  life©  It  was  thero  that  I 
was  baptized  into 'the  church,  In  the  fall  of  1897,  by  the 
*Rov©  Milton  Wells,  v/ho  had  been  an  officer  in  the  Union  army 
and  was  retired  as  a  brigadier  goneral©  Two  or  throe  of  the 
early  pastors  of  this  church  had  boon  schoolmatos  of  James 
A©  Garfield  at  Hiram  College  In  0hioo 

Mother  was  one  of  12  children,  f ivo  of  whom  died 
In  childhood©  She  was  the  fifth  of  those  who  grew  to  matur¬ 
ity©  Her  father  was  a  son  of  Alexander  Johnson,  a  veteran 
of  the  War  of  1812,  v/ho  diod  in  1856  at  the  age  of  69  and 
was  buried  .in  the  cemetery  at  Urbana,  Iowa©  Alexander  *s 
wife,  Sally,  died  in  1878  and  was  also  buried  at  Urbana© 
She  was  87. 

Albert  (my  grandfather— "Undo  Albert :l  to  cvervone 
but  his  descendants)  was  born  in  Indiana,  April  24,  1820. 
At  the  age  of  20  he  raarriod  a  lb-yoar-old  neighbor  namod 
Mary  Ann  Schoolcy©  (Ho  used  to  say  his  only  regret  was  that 
ho  hadn*t  'married  her  younger J)  Grandmother  was  born 
in  Delaware,  but  had  movod  to  Indiana  as  a  child© 

Grandfather  died  in  Vinton,  Juno  2,  1902  (at  82), 
and  Grandmother  in  Iowa  Palls,  whore  sho  was  living  with 
her  daughter,  Carrio,  Juno  25,  1911  (at  87)©  Both  wero  bur¬ 
ied  at  Urbana,  There  wore  34  living  grandchildren  and  _  54 
groat-grandchildron  at  tho  time  of  her  death© 

Mother  was  born  November  2,  1855 •  Her  brothers 
were  James,  Spencer  and  Harrison  Johnson*,  Her  .sifters  wore  / 
Carrio  (Mrs©  Ed  Blakely),  Dana  (Mrs0  John  King),  and  Nora 
.(Mrs*  Adna  Simmons)©  Jamos  Johnson,  Ed  Blakely  and  JohnKing 
all  sorved  in  the  Union  army>  Mother  taught  several  torm3 
of  country  school  before  her  marriage,  and  some  years  after 
Father *s  death  sho  was  persuaded  to  take  up  tho  work  again, 
but  died  in  tho  middle  of  her  second  term© 

My  throo  brothers  were  born  on  a  farm  about  four 
miles  northeast  of  Vinton — Claudo  Laver no  (Vornic)  on  August 
1,  18795  the  twins,  Clifford  Allen  and  Clelland  Albert,  on 
September  20  of  the  next  yoar©  This  farm  is  just  across  the 
road  from  the  one  whore  tho  family  first  settled  in  Iov/a,tho 
housos  being  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  apart© 

In  the  early  1880- s  fathcr*s  health  was  bad,  and' he 
movod  to  Nebraska©  He  had  formed  a  partnership  with  a  man 
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nomod  (Henry?)  Calkins,  and  thoy  began  manufacturing  washing 
machines  in  the  villago  of  Bradshaw,  some  60  miles  wost  of 
Lincoln*  I  remember  that  wo  used  to  have  tho  Lotters  Patent 
issued  to  Father  for  certain  improvements — chiefly  a  covor, 

I  think — for  the  washing  machine*  I  also  havo  several  prom¬ 
issory  not  os  given  in  payment  for  machines  about  1 8  85- -at  10 
per  cent  per  annum©  The  machine  was  called  tho  "Monarch." 

Apparently  the  business  didnot  prosper  too  well— 
probably,  for  one  thing,  because  those  not os  and  others  woro 
not  paid*  Tho  partnership  was  dissolved,  and  Father  took 
tho  business  to  Beatrice,  a  "booming”  city  at  that  time©  I 
was  born  during  the  3tay  at  Bradshaw;  my  only  sistor,  Effic, 
in  Beatrice© 

In  1890,  Father  gave  up  the  manufacturing  business 
and  moved  to  the  small  town  of  Douglas,  where  he  worked  for 
two  years  as  a  carpenter,.  Then  the  family  returned  to  Iowa. 

Wo  lived  that  first  winter  in  the  back  part  of  Undo 
Charlie  *s  house  on  tho  old  farm©  I  bo}  love  that  Uncle  John 
had  built  this  "apartment 11  and  livod  thero  for  a  while®  Some 
timo  that  wintor  Fathor  bought  the  farm  that  bccamo  our  homo, 
about  a  half  mile  to  the  cast©  Our  house  was  just  about  a 
mile  southwest  of  the  Prairie  Creole  Church.  We  moved  thero 
in  the  spring  of  1893. 

•  Father  is  health  was  still  very  poor.  Ho  was  unablo 
to  work,  a  great  deal  of  the  timo®  In  1892  he  wont  for  a 
whilo  to  Arkansas  in  the  hope  that  a  different  cliraato  might 
holp.  A.  few  years  later  ho  took  treatments  from  a  "magnetic 
healer"  ±n  Burlington,  and  aftorr/ard  from  Hr.  D©  D.  palmer,  ' 
tho  original  chiropractor,  in  Davenport.  His  trouble  was 
probably  ulcers,  which  physicians  of  that  day  knew  vory  little 
about.  Ho  died  of  pneumonia  on  January  22,  1991--thc  day  of 
tho  death  of  Qp.con  Victoria  of  England. 

Mother  remained  cn  tho  farm,  v/ith  us  boys  doing  tho 
work  for  several  yearn;.,  She  died  January  10,  1908.  Both  ray 
paronts  are  buried  in  tho  Bear  Creek  Goractory. 

My  Brothers  and  Sistor 

Vernio  was  tho  first  of  us  to  loavo  tho  homo  farm. 
Ho  worked  as  a  farm  hand  for  a  while  9  went  to  Tilford  Ac  a  demy 
in  Vinton,  graduatod  thero  and  entered  Drake  University,  Dcs 
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Moines*  Ho  had  also  taught  ono  term  in  a  country  school  near 
. Walker ,  Iowa©  Ho  enrolled  at  Drake  in  1902  in  the  Col logo  of 
Liberal  Arts,  but  afterward  transferred  to  Dentistry*  He  had 
always  boon  groatly  intcrostod  in  sports  and  athletics,  and 
bccamo  a  polo  vaultcr  at  Drako©  Ho  won  the  event  in  tho  old 
’’State  Meet”  at  tho  State  Fairgrounds  in  1904,  defeating  the 
best  tho  other  collogos  had  to  offer*  In  1905  a  sharp  rain¬ 
storm  came  up  at  the  Stato  Meet  so  that  none  of  tho  athletes 
could  make  any  showing,  and  he  had  to  scttlo  for  a  three-way 
tio0  The  Drako  Dontal  College  was  discontinued,  and  he  re¬ 
ceived  his  degree  from  Creighton  University  in  Omaha* 

While  still  in  school,  ho  marriod  Etta  Burns,  whom  ho 
had  met'  in  Vinton©  Threo  daughters  and  n  son  wore  born  to 
them:  Lconta,  Regina,  Fayo  and  Leroy©  He  practiced  his  pro- 
fossion  first  at  Hanna,  Wyoming,  later  at  Saratoga,  and  final¬ 
ly  in  Rawlins,  where  ho  still  livos0  Ho  invented  the  ,;Bulls- 
oyc”  pistol,  a  target  pistol  using  a  rubber  band  for  power  and 
No0  6  shot  for  ammunition©  This  ’’weapon”  is  so  accurate  that 
it  has  won  great  popularity  among  police  and  military  non  for 
practice  purposes,  as  well  as  being  an  unusually  attractive 
toy©  He  sold  tho  business  several  years  ago©  Ho  loves  fish- 
3 n&  hunting  and  motor-boating,  and  now  manufactures  a  clever 
’’bilge  drainer”  for  motor  boats. 

Several  years  ago  he  and  Etta  were  divorced,  and  ho 
married  Dr©  Anna  McNulty,  a  chiropractor© 

Cliff,  one  of  tho  twins,  married  a  neighbor  girl^ 
Ruth  Long©  They  had  three  sons — Paul,  Frank  and  John— -and' 
two  daughters — Mildred  (Mrs©  Ray  Gustafson)  and  Lyndoll  (Mrs© 
Junior-  Day)©  Cliff  has  always  farmed — first  in  the  homo 
community,  later  in  Wisconsin,  and  now  for  a  good  many  yoars 
in  Minnesota©  He  lives  noar  Forest  Lake  in  that  state©  Ruth 
died  five  yoars  ago,  and  Paul  and  John  both  died  in  young 
manhood© 

Clcllio,  tho  other  twin,  was  tho  unfortunate  ono© 

A  pony  fell  with  him  and  broko  his  leg;  a  team  of  colts  ran 
away,  whilo  he  was  opening  a  gate ,  and  ono  of  them  was  so 
badly  cut  in  a  barbed-wire  fence  that  it  died©  Latcr^  in 
Canada--all  in  ono  year — ho  lost  $2,000  worth  of  horses  from 
various  causos,  and  2^0  acres  of  wheat — just  ready  to  ripen— 
by  frost©  In  later  years  some  crops  were  ruined  by  drought© 


xvalinX  ct  tj  .  :.eruv t*  biourc  fcn  tvd  torad.NI 

~i  i  ■•-  c.o  's  i*  > ;  r  r- 

. 

. 

;vr,  vtiu-:  6  c  a 

oi  Iff  10'iruf  od  * 

li  hop  off  'J 


9 

;•  Ho  married  Helen  Peterson,  and  four  sens  and  ono 
daughter  v/cra  born  to  them,,  John,  at  last'  report  ,  was  in  El 
Paso,  Texas;  Norman  in  Seattle,  Washington;  Raymond  in  Cali¬ 
fornia;  Hoivard  and  Virginia  (Mrs<>  Fred  Hallo tt)  in  Yakimay 
whore  Helen  still  lives,  also* 

Clcllic  and  Helen  were  marrlod  in  Saskatchewan* 
Aftor  so  much  ill-fortune  thoro,  they  moved  to  Montana,  and 
later  to  Washington*  He  died  at  the  ago  of  5>0*  and  was 
buried  at  Yakima* 

Effio,  youngest  of  tho  family  and  tho  only  girl,  vms 
born  in  Bcatrico,  Nebraska,  February  8,  1887*  Sho  married  a 
neighbor  boy,  John  Bryson,  shortly  after  Mother  *  s  deaths 
John  purchased  tho  shares  of  tho  homo  farm  from  tho  rest  of 
us  and  farmod  it  for  several  years a  Thon,  apparently  “bit- 
ton”  by  tho  pionocring  "bug”  that  besets  both  tho  Brysons  and 
tho  Buntens,  they  went  to  Montana,  settling  finally  near  Ham¬ 
ilton,  in  the  Bitter  Root  VnlJoy*  Their  daughters  arc  Anna 
(Mrs*  Walter  Ash)  and  Edith  (Urs&  Lee  Moore);  their  sons  are 
Harold  and  Donald*  All  of  thorn  livo  in  western  Montana* 

tty  Family- -and  Mo 

Iw was  born  in  Bradshaw,  Nebraska,  April  7,  1885,  and 
vms  sovon  whon  wo  moved  to  the  Iowa  farm*  I  attended  country 
school  till  I  was  16;  later  attondod  Tilford  Academy  in  Vin¬ 
ton  for  two  winter  terms,  and  completed  my  preparatory  work 
at  Drake  in  1905*  I  was  then  out  of  school  for  two  yaars, 
working  on  a  Canadian  farm  two  summers  and  teaching  school 
one  winter  term  at  Watkins ,  Iowa*  I  returned  to  Brake  lithe 
fall  of  1907  and  got  my  bachelor *s  degree  in  19H»  During  my 
school  years  I  worked  at  various  occupations,  including  show 
card  writing  and  printing* 

I  spent  the  summer  of  1911  on  Wyoming  ranchos,  and 
roturnod  to  Dos  Moines  that  fall  v/hcro  I  obtained  work  in  a 
job  printing  shop*  I  worked  at  tho  printer *s  trade  from  that 
time  until  retirement  in  195Q«  I  spent  about  fivo  years  in 
"country”  newspaper  work  at  Bridgewater  and  Hampton,  '  Iorra, 
and  Glendale,  California*  About  20  years  were  spent  in  Dos 
Moinos  job  shops,  and  10  years  on  the  Dos  Moinos  Register 
as  a  linotype  operator* 
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On  tho  side,  I  have  spont  many  horn’s  at  writing — 
with  rather  modest  succosa*  I  sold  short  stories  to  Foo- 
pie's  Popular  Monthly,  College  Humor ©  Roronto  Star  Weekly, 
True  Confessions,  and  a  number  of  loss-known  magazines ,  and 
verso  to  Judge,  Congregat ionalist ,  Captain  Billy's  Whiz 
Rang,  Christian  Herald,  to  a  nev/spapor  syndicate,  etc, 

I  was  married,  October  19,  1912,  to  Florence  Hinos*. 
Wo  woro  married  at  tho  University  Christian  Church  in  Dos 
Moines,  with  A©  Mo  Haggard,  Doan  of  tho  Drake  Bible  Col¬ 
lege,  officiating,-  Charles  Darlington,  newspaper  reporter, 
and  Carrie  Nicholson,  sister  of  my-»-rooramate  at  Drake,  wore 
witnesses©  (v-Scth  Nicholson,  astronomer  at  Mt .  Wilson,  Cal,  ) 

Our  son  Robort  was  born  Boccmbor  19,  1913*  Flor¬ 
ence  died  of  pneumonia  January . 19?  "19 20®  She  was  a  talent - 
od  writer,  particularly  of  poetry.  Her  work  appoarod  in 
Trend,  a  short-lived  Nov/  York  magazine,  and  in  Scribner's, 
and  some  of  tho  best  of  it  in  the  Drake  Delphic®  She  was  a 
1912  Drake  graduate,  and  v/as  teaching  Freshman  English  at 
Drake  when  stricken  by  her  last  illness «  Before  entering 
college  she  had  taught  in  country  schools,  and  after  her 
v graduation  sho  taught  for  a  year  in  Dcs  Moinos  grade 
schools. 

On  July  2,  1921,  Beulah  Stewart  and  I  wore  married 
at  tho  Methodist  parsonage  in  Indianola,  Iowa,  by  tho  Rev* 
Ft’od  No  V/illis,  Our  attendants  were  her  sister,  Graco,  and 
Loo  Kountz,  whom  Graco  married  a  year  or  two  later. 

Beulah  and  I  met  while  both  wore  employed  at  tho 
Insurance  Service  Bureau,  sho  in  the  office  and  I  in  tho 
print  shop,  Sho  v/as  a  graduate  of  the  oratory  dopartmont 
of  Highland  Park  College,  and,  in  addition  to  office  work, 
had  taught  country  school  and  spont  considerable  timo  in 
Chautauqua  work,  both  as  an  entertainer  and  in  promotion* 
Wo  have  two  daughtors:  Margaret,  born  Novombor  l£  1923# 

and  Doris,  November  Ip,  1926® 

Robert  attended  Brake  one  year,  and  enlisted  in  tho 
army  at  the  age  of  20,  at.  first  in  tho  cavalry  band  at  Fort 
Dos  Mo.incSo  Ho  v# as  lator  stationed  at  Fort  Rugcr5  Hawaii; 
Fort  Douglas.;  Utah;  Fort  Sam  Houston  and  Borgs from  Field 
in  Tox-ii;  with  tho  Air  Force  in  England  and  Moody  Air  Force 
Base,  Valdosta,  Georgia.  Daring  World  War  II  ho  served  in 
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North  Iroland,  at  tho  American  Eribassy  in  London,,  and  on  tho 
.Continent*  In  recent  years  his  work  has  been  in  the  finance 
department®  i 

In  1942  ho  married  Mary  Holon  Mcdonald  of  Austin, 
Texas*  Who  was  a  graduate  of  Texas  University,  and  was 
teaching  in  a  San  Antonio  high  school  when  they  met*  liming 
tho  war  she  worked  as  a  chemist  in  laboratories  in  Lawrence - 
burg,  Indiana,  and  in  Chicago® 

They  have  two  daughters,  Allynid,  7,  and  ;  Florence, 
born  April  2  of  thi3  year*  A  son,  Robert  McDonald,  was  born 
to  them  in  England,  but,  duo  to  a  hoart  malformation,  ho 
lived  only  six  months® 

Margaret  attended  Drake  for  one  somes ter;  worked  in 
tho  munitions  plant  at  Ankeny  during  the  war®  She  married 
William  C*  Robinson^  v/ho  soon  thereafter  enlisted  in  tho 
navy,  and  served  on  an  LCI  in  the  South  Pacific®  Bill  is  a 
graduate  of  Gracoland  Junior  College,  Lamoni,  Iowa*  Ho  is 
now  proprietor  of  Bakor-Darncs  Plumbing  Co®,  Dcs  Moines* 

Thoy  have  three  sons:  Billy,  10;  Kenneth,  7;  and  John,  2. 

Doris  attended  Drake  for  a  year,  then  another  year 
at  Simpson  College,  Indianola®  Sho  married  Keith  Campbell, 
a  Simpson  graduate,  and  they  havo  a  son,  Mark,  four  years 
old,  and  a  daughtor,  Joan,  in  her  second  year*-'  Keith  served 
in  Europe  in  tho  army  as  an  assistant  chaplain,  and  is  now 
teaching  in  Fort  Madison  Junior  High  School,  where  he  is  as¬ 
sistant  principal* 

Church  Work,  Etc* 

Mention  has  been  made  of  the  Prairio  Creek  Church 
in  Iowa  and  the  Salem  Church  in  Indiana,  and  tho  family  has 
been  so  active  in  chin- eh  work  that  it  should  be  mentioned 
hero®  Thoro  is  record  that  a  James  Buntain  was  a  member  of 
tho  Fox  Greek  Christian  Church  a  few  milos  west  of  Lawre neo- 
burg,  Kentucky,  in  l840o  It  hn.3  not  been  ostablishod,  but  I 
believe  it  likely  that  my  great-grandfather  came  from  that 
community*  He  may  have  been  a  half- -brother  of  tho  James 
mentioned.; 

Most  of  our  family  havo  been  associated  with  the 
Christian  (Disciples)  Church®  About  1 years  ago  I  joined 
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tho  Immanuel  Methodist  Church,  Beulah  had  boon  a  Methodist 
from  childhood*  I  have  become  quite  active  in  Methodism, 

'  being  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Publication  of  tho  Iowa- Dos 
Moines  Conference,  which  covers  the  south  half  of  tho  state* 
I  am  also  an  officer  in  the  Polk  County  Council  of  Religious 
Education©  Cor  children  are  all  activo  in  church  work,  Mar¬ 
garet  in  tho  Reorganised  latter  Day  Saints  and  Doris  in  tho 
Methodist  Church.*  while  Dob  taught  the  Men's' Sunday  school 
class  during  most  of  his  residence  in  Valdosta,  in  tho  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church  (Southern)  of  which  ho  and  Mary  Hoi  on  were 
members o  Cliff 5 s  and  Effie's  children  are  also  active,  in 

tho  Christian  Churches  in  their  communities,  and  Verniers 
son,  Leroy*  is  preaching  for  a  somov/hat  obscure  sect  in  Ne¬ 
braska,  I  understand, 

I  havo  also  become  active  in  lodgo  work  in  rccont 
years,  and  am  now  serving  my  third  year  as  secretary  of  Day¬ 
light  Masonic  Lodge  No©  fo60  in  Dos  Moines© 

Bunt  ains  in  Kentucky  and  Else  whore 

While  Bob  was  stationed  in  England  he  made  some  in¬ 
vestigation  regarding  tho  Buntain  family  in  Great  Britain© 
Ho  learned  that  in  Scotland  the  name  has  boon  variously 
spoiled  Bfcntcin,  Bontino,  Bunt  on  and  Buntino*  In  early  days 
they  wore  part  of  the  Graham  clan0  He  found  also  the  record 
of  an  Alexander  Buntain  who  received  a  pension  in  Virginia 
during  the  governorship  of  Patrick  Henry* 

Harry  Bunt  on  of  Los  Angelos,  from  a  Missouri  branch 
of  tho  family,  says  tho  founder  of  the  Scottish'  lino  came 
from  Prance,  and  spelled  it  Bonnot in© 

Miss  Anne  Buntain,  of  Cincinnati,  says  her  ances¬ 
tors  came  from  Culpeper  County,  Virginia,  to  Highland  Coun¬ 
ty,  Ohio©  Miss  Nin  Bunton,  Burlington,  W©  C*,  furnished  no 
help  beyond  tho  information  that  James,  Hugh  and  Samuel  aro 
names  that  appear  also  in  hor  family© 

As  mentioned  above,  the  only  really  certain  infor¬ 
mation  about  my  great-grandfather  *s  early  life  is  that  ho 
was  bom  in  Kentucky* 

In  the  hope  of  obtaining  further  facts,  I  havo  had 
correspondence  with  some  of  tho  Bunfcains  in  Kentucky  and  II- 
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linoisii  and  in  19ij.9  and  1952  I  mado  trips  to  Indiana  and 
Kentucky  to  learn  what  I  could a 

In  Indianapolis  I  not  Stanley  Bontain,  and  at 
Paris,  Illinois,  his  cousin,  Mabel  Bunt a in a  Their  great¬ 

grandfather/  Jefferson  Buntnin*  omi  grated  from  Kentucky©  In 
Kent ucky  I  /round  the  record  of  his  wari*i«ago  to  gar  ah  be  Gist 
in  Fr ankl in  County  5  which  pretty  definitely  connects  him  ' 
with  tho  /  family'  about  whom  I  learned  from  a  Mrs*  Franklin, 
no v/  of  Danv4t3rio5  Kentucky,  who  did  cons:* dorablc'  investiga¬ 
tion  for  a  Mrs#  Gilliatt,  neo  Bunfcni-uy  of  Seymour,  Indiana# 
This  family  descends  from  Andrew  Bunt in5  who  served 
in  tho  Bfovolut  ion'xry  I7nr  and  la  tor  lived  Sr:  both  Kontuclcy 
and  Tennessee©  He  had  12  children  of  whom  thoro  arc  rec¬ 
ords#  Mrs#  Franklin  statos  that  his  wife  Elisabeth  "was  not 
his  first,”  so  it  scorns  quite  possible  that  Hugh  and  Jeffer¬ 
son  may  havo  been  sons  of  the  first  wife,  particularly  since 
James,  the  cldosF  one  of  whom  wo  find  a  record  in  this  fam¬ 
ily,  was  just  three  years  youngor  than  our  Hughe 

A  fow  miles  west  of  Lawr o nc c bur g ,  Kentucky,  I  found 
a  wood-grown,  stone-walled  conetory  on  top  of  a  stoop  hill, 
whoro  only  Buntains  aro  buriod#  James  is  stone  spells  tho 
name  Bunton — but  so  do  two  of  the  stones  at  Boar  Creek,  in¬ 
cluding  the  one  marking  the  graves  of  my  own  paronts© 

There  aro  still  many  Buntains  in  Anderson  County, 
Kontucky  (onco  a  part  of  Franklin  County),  and,  I  am  told, 
and  in  Mercer  County,  a3  well  as  in  central  Tennessee©  I  did 
not  havo  time  to  investigate  further  than  the  community  in 
Anderson  County,  where  I  interviewed  Mary  Bunt a in 5  school 
principal  at  Alton;  Harold,  proprietor  of  a  feed  store  and 
oil  station  in  the  same  village;  and  Ov/cr^  on  a  farm  near  tho 
cemetery  mentioned  abovo0 

Records  in  tho  Kentucky  Historical  Department  show 
that  John,  James  and  Thomas  Bunt i an  we ro  members  of  1  Jn.pt » 
John  Elliot  on*  s  Company  of  Mounted  Infantry”  .In  1813  c  Thoro 
is  also  a  bill  of  salo  for  a  slave,  signed  by  John  17,  Bunt  in 
of  Hopkins  County,  which  is  in  a  distant  part  cf  tho  state, 
with  nothing  to  connoct  it  with  tho  Andersen  County  family© 

I  remembor,  howovor,  that  ray  father  once  spoke  of 
the  Kentucky  ancestors  as  slaveholders c  If  that  bo  true,  it 
lessens  probability  of  tho  family  connection  conjocturoG 
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above,  there  being  little  evidence  of  any  groat  wealth  in 
the  family*  from  what  came  to  my  attention®  Even  so?  Law- 
ronceburg  being  cHnly  about  65  miles  in  h:.  direct  lino 
from  Gross  Plains,  it  scorns  quite  possible  that  this  com¬ 
munity  may  have  been  the  11  Old  Kentucky  Homo"  of  Hugh  Bun- 
tain* 


I  hope  that  some  day  I  may  return  to  Kentucky  for 
further  search,  and  go  to  Tennessee  and  Virginia,  also®  For 
the  present,  hov/ovor,  these  aro  the  main  facts  I  have  been 
ablo  to  learn. 

There  aro  probably  plenty  of  errors  in  dates  and  in 
facts,  on  those  pages*  Sources  frequently  do  not  agroo,  it 
is  easy  to  forget,  and  to  make  mistakes  in  copying. 


August ,  1953 
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